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VCAL at Wallan Secondary College 
 

At Wallan Secondary College we offer the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL), to allow students 

the opportunity to study through an applied learning approach. 

Applied learning is student centered and focuses on real life experiences, whereby students apply skills 
and knowledge through problem solving, project work, and work placements. Applied learning involves 
students forming partnerships with their teachers, work placement providers and other outside 
organisations, which in turn provides opportunities for students to demonstrate the learning outcomes of 
the course. 

While this program is applied, students and parents must remember that all students are still required to 
complete written work. The applied method of teaching makes it easier for student to learn the new 
concepts and ideas being taught. 

As far as possible, VCAL is tailored to identify and improve each student’s individual abilities and personal 
strengths. The main aim of VCAL is to develop each students level of independence and responsibility for 
their learning, which helps to ease the transition from school- based learning to the world of work. 

 

 

 
 

In 2020, Wallan Secondary College will offer three levels of VCAL.  
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Entry Into The VCAL Program 
 

For students who are interested in applying for a VCAL program and application process applied.  This 
process centers on work habits, attitude to learning and motivation towards entering the workforce. If 
students are successful, they need to continue to demonstrate these attitudes throughout Semester 2. 
During the course counselling process and the application and interview process each of the following will 
be considered for student entry into a VCAL program. 

 
 

Foundation VCAL Intermediate VCAL Senior VCAL 

Satisfactory completion of 
all Semester 2 Core 
Subjects – English, Maths, 
Science, Humanities and 
Health and PE 

Satisfactory completion 
of all Semester 2 core 
subjects – English, 
Maths, Science, 
Humanities and Health 
and P 

An ‘S’ (Satisfactory) in 8 Unit 1 or 
Unit 2 Subjects  
 

Maintain an average “Effort” 
of  70% across all subject on 
reports  

Maintain an average 
“Effort” of  70% across all 
subject on reports  

Maintain an average “Effort” of  

70% across all subject on reports  

A completed application form 
supported by a current Year 10 
teacher at Wallan Secondary 
College and supported by your 
Year Level Leader.  

A completed application form 
supported by a current Year 10 
teacher at Wallan Secondary 
College and supported by your 
Year Level Leader. 
 

A completed application form 
supported by a current Year 11 
teacher at Wallan Secondary 
College and supported by your 
Year Level Leader. 

A minimum 90% attendance 
throughout year 10 - 
attendance below 90% must 
be school approved. 

A minimum 90% attendance 
throughout year 10 - 
attendance below 90% must 
be school approved. 

A minimum 90% attendance 
throughout year 11 - 
attendance below 90% must be 
school approved. 

• Note: the Wallan Secondary College Senior School Team will consider each cohort annual and decide the combination of 
VCAL program on offer. This may vary from year to year.  

  

Students must: 

• Submit an application form with their subject selection form 

• Sit an interview before a selection panel comprising of a combination of: Senior Programs 

Leading Teacher, the Careers and Pathways Manager, VCAL Staff member and a member 

of the Principal class 

• must present reasons why they should be accepted into the VCAL program during the interview. 
Panel members will also review recent reports and performance. 

 

Acceptance into the program is not automatic. 
 

At the conclusion of the interviews students may be accepted into VCAL. Some students 
may be given provisional acceptance into the program, their progress will be tracked 
throughout semester 2 in order for them to demonstrate their suitability for the 
program. Students may be offered a program in either of the three VCAL pathway, as 
determined by the course counselling team.  



 

  

Provisional Acceptance 

 

Students who receive a provisional placement will be placed on monitoring booklets. These booklets are 
completed by every one of the student’s teachers, each lesson for a time designated by the panel, generally 
around 4-6 weeks. The booklets are designed to monitor ‘effort & attitude’ every student at Wallan 
Secondary College can apply 100% effort.  

 
Once a student has completed the monitoring period, the panel will assess whether the student has made 
sufficient progress to gain full placement in the VCAL program for the following year. At this time students 
may be placed on learning and behavioural agreements for the beginning of the VCAL program with clear 
indication as to when the agreement will be reviewed. Each student will be dealt with on a case by case 
basis. 

 
If a student is unsuccessful in gaining a position in the VCAL program, they are to make an appointment 
with the Careers and Pathways Manger to assess the possible options. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  



 

 

Work Placement 
 
All students enrolled in VCAL - Foundation, Intermediate or Senior are expected to participate in a work 
placement.   
 

VCAL is a program designed to aid the transition from Secondary School to the workplace. It is expected 
that students will organise a work placement which complements their VET study, at the Intermediate and 
Senior level. 
 
It is the student’s responsibility to organise an approved work placement. Our Careers and Pathways 
Manager will help prepare students to approach employers, but will not organise work places for 
students. If a work placement is not organised by the student, this may stop their enrolment in the 
program. 
 
Students will need to complete a minimum of 200 hours over the course of the year.  They will attend 
work placement every Friday and maintain a work place journal to be checked by VCAL staff weekly.  

 
The work placement is an essential part of the applied learning method. It provides students with real 
work experience and contextualizes a lot of the learning which takes place during class time. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Wallan Secondary College Pre-cal  
In the Semester 2, a group of Yr 10 students will be given the opportunity try VCAL in our Yr 10 Pre CAL 
Program. This will be based on the Foundation VCAL Certificate consists of four school based strands, 
an elective each semester from the Year 10 handbook. Student will still be assessed against Victorian 
Curriculum standard and domains in this program. 

 
Wallan Secondary College Foundation VCAL Program 
 

Numeracy Skills – Foundation  
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to build on their existing numeracy skills to make 
sense of their daily calculation. The mathematics involved includes whole number, and number 
patters. Reading graphs and numerical information applied to tasks, which are part of the students’ 
normal life, along with some financial numeracy.  

 
At the end of the unit students would be able to attempt a series of operations or tasks with some 
confidence, be able to select the appropriate method or approach required, and would be able to 
communicate their ideas both verbally and in written form. They would be at ease with 
straightforward calculations either manually and/or using a calculator. 

 
 Literacy Skills – Foundation Reading and Writing 

The purpose of this unit is to enable students to build on their existing literacy skills, develop an 
awareness of tone and its application, along with improving their writing to construct coherent pieces 
of writing, where ideas link together and evidence is used to support a point of view.  

 
Literacy will in essences help students to make sense of written text they come across in their daily life. 
Student will develop the ability to apply formal and inform language to suit their audience.  

 

 Personal Development Skills – Unit 1 and 2 
Unit 1: focuses on the development of appropriate knowledge, skills and attributes in relation to:  

• Individuals strength and areas for improvements  

• personal organisation and planning skills  

• problem solving and interpersonal skills.  
This can be achieved through participation in activities related to person, health and wellbeing, 
educational, social or family experiences of a practical nature.  

 

Unit 2 focuses on the development of appropriate knowledge, skills and attributes in relation to:  

• community engagement  

• social awareness  

• interpersonal skills  

• planning and organisational skills. 
 

 Work-Related Skills – Foundation Unit 1 and 2   

This will involve two units, based on preparing student for the world of work. The activities and 
discussion will relate back to their volunteer work students will complete as part of their placement. 
Student will complete a range of task and activities which explicitly teaching them the fundamental 
behavior expected in a work place.  

  



 

 

Intermediate VCAL Program 
 

The Intermediate VCAL Certificate consists of four school based strands and a VET Course offered either at 
Wallan Secondary College of by one of our VET cluster schools. 

 
 Numeracy Skills - Intermediate 
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop everyday numeracy to make sense of their 
daily personal and public lives. The mathematics involved includes measurement, shape, numbers, and 
graphs applied to tasks which are part of the students’ normal routine but also extending to 
applications outside their immediate personal environment such as the workplace and the community, 
whether first hand or portrayed by the media. 
 
At the end of the unit students would be able to attempt a series of operations or tasks with some 
confidence, be able to select the appropriate method or approach required, and would be able to 
communicate their ideas both verbally and in written form. They would be at ease with 
straightforward calculations either manually and/or using a calculator. 
 

   Literacy Skills - Intermediate Reading and Writing 
 

The purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop the skills and knowledge to read and write a 

range of texts on everyday subject matters which include some unfamiliar aspects or material. At this 

level students once they have identified the audience and purpose of the text, use the writing process to 
produce texts that link several ideas or pieces of information. In reading, students identify how, and if, 
the writer has achieved his or her purpose and express an opinion on the text taking into account its 
effectiveness. 
 
At the end of the unit students will be able to read, comprehend and write a range of texts within a 
variety of contexts. 

 
Literacy Skills - Intermediate Oral Communication 

 

At the end of this unit students will be able to use and respond to spoken language including some 

unfamiliar material within a variety of contexts. 

 

    Personal Development Skills - Intermediate Unit 1 
 

The purpose of this unit is to focus on the development of self through the development of personal 
organisation and planning skills, knowledge, practical skills, problem solving and interpersonal skills 
through participation in experiences of a practical nature. The focus of the learning program for this unit 
includes: 

 
• subject-specific knowledge applicable to one or more of the following: a relevant personal, social, 

health and wellbeing 
 

• educational and/or family goal 
 

• skills applicable to a relevant personal, social, health and wellbeing, educational and/or family goal 
 

• introduction to problem-solving skills 
 

• introduction to skills for planning, organising and working in teams 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Personal Development Skills - Intermediate Unit 2 
 

The purpose of this unit is to focus on the development of knowledge, skills and attributes 
through participation in experiences of a practical nature within the community. The focus of 
the learning program for this unit includes: 

 
• subject-specific knowledge applicable to one or more of the following: 

o community engagement 

o social awareness 
 

• civic and civil responsibility 
 

• skills applicable to a relevant community, social or civic project or activity 
 

• problem solving and comprehension skills 
 

• presentation and research skills 
 

• communication skills 
 

• planning and organisational skills 
 

• team work and group cohesion 
 
The unit enables students to develop personal skills through participation in locally developed projects 
such as involvement with Ok Radio, leadership activities linked to voluntary community roles or 
community service projects. 
  



 

 

Work-Related Skills - Intermediate Unit 1 
 

The purpose of this unit is to provide a focus for more complex development of appropriate skills and 
knowledge, in order to provide the necessary OH&S preparation for the workplace. 

 
 
Work-Related Skills - Intermediate Unit 2 

 
This unit provides a focus for more complex development of work related and pre- vocational skills 
in a context appropriate to the task through: 

• integrating more complex learning about work related skills with prior knowledge and experiences 

• enhancing the development of employability skills at a more complex level in relevant work-related 

contexts 

• developing more complex critical thinking skills that can be applied to work related problem solving 

situations 

• developing more complex work related planning and organisational skills that incorporate 
evaluation and review 

• developing more complex work related skills, which can be transferred to other work contexts 
 
 

In addition to these VCAL units, Intermediate students also study: 
 
o   A VET course of their choice alongside the VCAL program and participate in a work placement. Each 

of these programs is undertaken for one day per week 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Wallan Secondary College Senior VCAL Program 
 
The Senior VCAL Certificate consists of four school based strands and a VET Course offered either 
at Wallan Secondary College or by one of our VET cluster schools. 

 
 
Numeracy Skills - Senior 

 
The purpose of this unit is to enable students to explore mathematics beyond its familiar and 
everyday use, to its application in wider, less personal contexts such as newspapers and other 
media reports, workplace documents and procedures, and specific projects at home or in the 
community. 

 
At the end of the unit students will have the capacity to interpret and analyse how 
mathematics is represented and used. They will recognise and use some of the 
conventions and symbolism of formal mathematics.  The mathematics involved will 
include measurement, graphs and simple statistics, use of maps and directions and an 
introductory understanding of the use of formulae and problem-solving strategies. 

 
 

Literacy Skills - Senior Reading and Writing 
 

The purpose of this unit is to 
enable students to develop the 
skills and knowledge to read and 
write complex texts. The texts will 
deal with general situations and 
include some abstract concepts or 
technical details.  At this level, 
students produce texts that 
incorporate a range of ideas, 
information, beliefs or processes 
and they will have control of the 
language devices appropriate to 
the type of text. In reading, the 
student identifies the views 
shaping the text and the devices 
used to present that view and 
express 
an opinion on the effectiveness and content of the text. 

 
At the end of the unit, students will be able to read, comprehend and write a range of 
complex texts across a broad range of contexts. 

 
 
Literacy Skills - Senior Oral Communication 

 
At the end of this unit, students will be able to use and respond to spoken language with 

complex and abstract content across a broad range of contexts. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Personal Development Skills - Senior Unit 1 
 

The purpose of this unit is to focus on the development of self through the development of 

personal organisation and planning skills, knowledge, practical skills, problem solving and 

interpersonal skills, through participation in experiences of a practical nature. 
 

The focus of the learning program for this unit includes: 
 

• subject-specific knowledge applicable to a relevant personal, social and 
educational goal 

 
• skills applicable to a relevant personal, social and educational goal 

 
• understanding of cultural values and cultural awareness 

 
• organisational skills 

 
• leadership skills and decision-making skills for group or team work. 

 
Personal Development Skills - Senior Unit 2 

 
The purpose of this unit is to focus on the development of knowledge, skills and 
attributes through participation in experiences of a practical nature within the 
community. The focus of the learning program for this unit includes: 

 
• subject-specific knowledge applicable to one or more of the following; community 

engagement, social awareness, civic and civil responsibility 
 

• skills applicable to a relevant community, social or civic project or activity 
 

• problem-solving and comprehension skills 
 

• presentation and research skills 
 

• communication skills 
 

• research, planning and organisation skills 
 

• team work and group cohesion 
 

The unit enables students to develop personal 
development skills through participation in locally 
developed curriculum and locally developed 
projects such as involvement with local radio, 
leadership activities linked to voluntary 
community roles or community service projects. 

 
 

Work-Related Skills - Senior Unit 1 
 

The purpose of this unit is to provide a focus for 
complex development of appropriate skills and 
knowledge in order to provide the necessary 
OH&S preparation for the workplace. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Work-Related Skills - Senior Unit 2 
 

This unit provides a focus for the development of work related and vocational skills in a 

workplace context or appropriate simulation. 

The overall aims of the unit include: 
 

• integrating learning of increasing complexity of work related skills with prior 

knowledge and experiences about work 
 

• further enhancing the development of employability skills through increasingly 

complex work related activity 
 

• developing increasingly complex critical thinking skills that apply to problem- 
solving situations in the work context 

 
• developing planning and organisational skills that incorporate evaluation and 

review 
 

• applying increasingly complex transferable skills to work related contexts 
 

NOTE: In addition to these VCAL units, Senior students also study: 

A VET course of their choice alongside the VCAL program and participate in a work placement. 

Each of these programs is undertaken for one day per week.  



 

 

Learning Pathways 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


