VCE VM CURRICULUM
OVERVIEW

The VCE Vocational Major is a new vocational and applied learning program that sits within
the VCE. It is four new subjects that have been added to the VCE that will make up the core
of your program. It takes what is called an ‘Applied Learning approach’.

WHAT IS APPLIED LEARNING?

Applied learning involves students engaging in relevant and authentic learning
experiences. It is a method of learning where theoretical information comes to life for
students in a real-world context that relates directly to their own future, is within their own
control and is within an environment where they feel safe and respected.

Students' knowledge grows and expands as they take action to learn, reflect on that action
and plan how to do it better next time.

WHO IS VCE VM FOR?

The VCE Vocational Major will prepare students to move successfully into apprenticeships,
traineeships, further education and training, university through alternative entry programs
or directly into the workforce.

HOW IS VCE VM ASSESSED?

The four main studies are assessed at a school level through authentic assessment
activities. There are no external examinations for the VCE VM studies and therefore
students do not receive a study score and are not eligible to receive an ATAR.

WHAT CERTIFICATE WILL | GRADUATE WITH?

Students who have completed the satisfactory completion requirements of the VCE VM will
receive a Victorian Certificate of Education with the words ‘Vocational Major’ on it to
recognise their achievements.
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VCE VM
COURSE STRUCTURE

The VCE Vocational Major has specific subjects designed to prepare students for a
vocational pathway.

The subjects are VCE VM Literacy, VCE VM Numeracy, VCE VM Work Related Skills, and VCE
VM Personal Development Skills (and 180 hours of VET at Certificate Il level or above).

Each subject has four units, and each unit has a set of outcomes which are assessed
through a range of learning activities and tasks. Students will apply knowledge and skills in
practical settings and undertake community-based activities and projects that involve
working in a team.

Students must successfully finish at least 16 units, including:
e 3 VCE VM Literacy or VCE English units (including a Unit 3-4 sequence)
e 3 other Unit 3-4 sequences (6 units total)
e 2 VCE VM Numeracy or VCE Mathematics units
e 2 VCE VM Work Related Skills units
e 2 VCE VM Personal Development Skills units, and
e 2 VET credits at Certificate Il level or above (180 hours)

Most students will undertake between 16-20 units over the two years.

You can also do other VCE subjects, and structured workplace learning.
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VCE VM SUBJECT
OVERVIEWS

LITERACY

Literacy empowers students to read, write,
speak and listen in different contexts.
Literacy enables students to understand
the different ways in which knowledge and
opinion are represented and developed in
daily life in the 21st Century. The
development of literacy in this study design
is based upon applied learning principles,
making strong connections between
students’ lives and their learning.

By engaging with a wide range of content
drawn from a range of local and global
cultures, forms and genres, including First
Nations Peoples’ knowledge and voices,
students learn how information can be
shown through print, visual, oral, digital and
multimodal representations.

Along with the literacy practices necessary
for reading and interpreting meaning, it is
important that students develop their
capacity to respond to information.
Listening, viewing, reading, speaking and
writing are developed so that students can
communicate effectively both in writing and
orally.

NUMERACY

VCE VM Numeracy empowers students to
use mathematics to make sense of the
world and apply mathematics in a
context for a social purpose. Numeracy
gives meaning to mathematics, where
mathematics is the tool (knowledge and
skills) to be applied efficiently and
critically. Numeracy involves the use and
application of a range of mathematical
skills and knowledge which arise in a
range of different contexts and
situations.

VCE VM Numeracy enables students to
develop logical thinking and reasoning
strategies in their everyday

activities. It develops students’ problem-
solving skills, and allows them to make
sense of numbers, time, patterns and
shapes for everyday activities like
cooking, gardening, sport and travel.

Through the applied learning principles
Numeracy students will understand the
mathematical requirements for personal
organisation matters involving money,
time and travel. They can then apply
these skills to their everyday lives to
recognise monetary value, understand
scheduling and timetabling, direction,
planning, monetary risk and reward.
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VCE VM SUBJECT
OVERVIEWS

PERSONAL

DEVELOPMENT SKILLS

WORK RELATED

VCE VM Personal Development Skills study

focuses on helping students develop
personal identity and individual pathways
to optimal health and wellbeing. It begins
with concepts of personal identity and the
range of factors that contribute to an
individual's perception of self. Students
will investigate health in their community
and play an active, participatory role in
designing and implementing activities to
improve community health and wellbeing.

Students will examine community
participation and how people work
together effectively to achieve shared
goals. They will investigate different types
of communities at a local, national, and
global level.

Students will look at active citizenship and
they will investigate the barriers and
enablers to problem solving within the
community. Students understand
different perspectives on issues affecting
their community, they will also plan,
implement and evaluate an active
response to community need.

SKILLS

VCE VM Work Related Skills allows
students to understand and apply
concepts and terminology related to the
workplace and further studies to
understand the complex and rapidly
changing world of work and workplace
environments. It helps students
understand and develop their skills,
knowledge, capabilities and attributes as
they relate to further education and
employment, to develop effective
communication skills to enable self-
reflection and self-promotion and to
practically apply their skills and
knowledge.

This subject requires students to think
about and investigate potential
employment pathways, to develop a
career action plan, to seek appropriate
advice and feedback on planned career
and further study objectives. Students
are required to consider the distinction
between essential employability skills,
specialist, and technical work skills; to
understand transferable skills and
identify their personal skill and
capabilities and promote them through
development of a cover letter and
resume and through
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